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It is difficult, if not impossible, to determine whether
any impressions were taken in the Mint from the dies
for shillings and sixpences, and there is therefore no
adequate ground for describing the pieces from these
dies as " Tanner's shillings " and " Tanner's sixpences,"
and in the absence of direct evidence a Mint engraver
ought never to have been charged with the issue of such
monstrosities. It remains now to consider whether his
name is justly associated with certain crowns and
half-broads.

From evidence already adduced, it is unquestionable
that dies for such coins now exist in the Mint which were
manufactured there in the early part of the reign of
George II, and Tanner is the only person likely to
have undertaken such a task.

According to Mr, Chas. Combe, the editor of the
second edition of The WorJcs of Simon, by Vertue, 17SO,66
this deed which has afforded so much occasion for serious
debate among numismatists was perpetrated with the
permission of the Hon. Eichard Arundell, who became
Master of the Mint in 1738. The dies, as we have seen,
after purchase in 1700, were with the exception of those
borrowed by Croker, locked in the Master's safe, and did
not pass to the custody of the Clerk of the Irons. Sir
Isaac Newton was succeeded in 1727 by Mr. Conduitt,
who had previously been a Mint officer. On the
appointment in 1738 of the Hon. Eichard Arundell, who
was altogether new to Mint work, a complete inventory
of the Mint Office would be taken, and by this means
the Cromwell dies would be brought to light. It is not
certain whether Vertue had at that date commenced
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